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One universal language in product information

The tower of Babel, 1563                                      
Pieter BRUEGEL, the Elder
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- rapid growth of product range

- further growth of information requirements per 
product

- shorter product life cycle and quicker TTM (time to 
market)

- quality of the product information is more and more 
important

Trends in product information management:
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Consequences:

- An efficient maintenance of the product data is not 
(longer) possible in a manual way!

- Searching (finding!) of the right product is more and 
more difficult

- Asks for standards in product data management to 
make to product databases easily accessible for users!
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Trends in product information management:
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ETIM Classification

• What is it?

- A logical, unambiguous classification of products in different 
product classes (categories)

- Listing of the most important technical characteristics of each 
product class to describe and find the articles

- Each class has several synonyms, thereby finding the right 
product is much easier for everyone!

Multi lingual – Media neutral – Supplier neutral
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ETIM is

5

data base PIM system product content

a standard format to structure product data 
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- How are ETIM classified data generated and exchanged

- Illustrates multi-lingual use

ETIM classification - an example
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ETIM classification - an example
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Value of ETIM

13

Efficiency:
One single format to publish 

and exchange

Flat structure

Quality:
Check at onboarding:

Predefined features & 

values

Proven reliability

Industry standard:
Represents best know how

Governed by industry

Supplier independent

Open standard

Really global:
One model, 17 languages

Wide scope, …. and 

growing

FIND
instead of

SEARCH
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ETIM = open standard

• ETIM is a complete open standard

• Anyone can use the model (‚as it is‘) for free, but

• Only members have influence on development

• Some (country) language versions limited to

use for members only

• Additional services on national level
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ETIM = simple and applicable

• It should be relatively easy for ALL manufacturers to deliver
classified data of their products

• Real data are already available and can be used in applications
• No theory but a de facto standard!

Keep it simple is the power of ETIM! 
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ETIM International  
• Non-profit organization, founded in 2008, seat in Brussels

• Members are local ETIM organizations (not individual companies)

• 6 founding members, now 22 member organizations

• One interface for suppliers + frictionless data exchange between 

countries

• Cooperation and harmonization with other standards (e.g. eCl@ss, 

buildingSMART)
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Members 2020
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ETIM International  

Sectors within ETIM – status 2020

• Electrical→ In all ETIM countries

• HVAC/Sanitary→ In 11 countries (BE, CH, DE, DK, FI, FR, IT, NL, NO, PL, SE)

• Shipbuilding (only NL, but fully available in English)

• Building→ In 5 countries (DE, FI, NL, NO, SE)

• Tools, hardware and site supplies → started from Germany, but cross-sector

Overlap in products between sectors, one standard prevents 
suppliers active in multiple sectors from doing double work!
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ETIM Dynamic:
Classify new products

and mark changes

ETIM UP:
Convert product data 

to new ETIM version

ETIM MC:
3D modelling for BIM:

Geometrical parameters 

to standardize 3D design
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ETIM MC basis for object library
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Thank you for your attention!


